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Table 2.1 
Itinerary of dancing-master John Griffiths (fl. 1783–1810) in the United States, 1783 to 1810.  
 
Location Date of Arrival Date of 
Departure 
Place Program Notes 
      
Albany 13 Oct. 1783 3 Nov. 1783 Printing office French language  
New York City 18 Dec. 1784  Quesnay Academy Assembly  
New York City 29 Dec. 1784 15 Jan. 1785 Quesnay Academy Exhibition 140 cords to poor 
New Haven, 
Conn. 
28 Apr. 1785 1 Sept. 1785 A. Thompson’s Dancing school First assistant dancing-
master 
New Haven, 
Conn. 
1 Sept. 1785 8 Sept. 1785 Lathrop’s long room Shades  
New York City 26 Sept. 1785 29 Oct. 1785 Former room, Mr. 
Quesnay, Broad Street 
Dancing school Late assistant dancing-
master, no entrance 
money 
New York City 16 Jan. 1786  City Assembly Room Public ball  
New York City 1 Feb. 1786  Dancing Room, 
Broadway 
Grand ball  
New York City 13 Mar. 1786  City Assembly Room Grand ball  
New York City 7 Aug. 1786 2 Sept. 1786 20 Smith Street, 
corner of Wall Street 
Dancing school Room: 42 x 23 feet 
New York City 12 Oct. 1786  Assembly Room Public ball Home: 51 Smith Street 
New York City 23 Dec. 1786  Dancing room, 20 
Smith Street 
Public ball Good musicians 
Hartford, Conn. 7 May 1787 27 Aug. 1787 E. Doolittle’s large 
room 
Dancing school From New York City 
Wethersfield, 
Conn. 
7 May 1787 10 Sept. 1787  Dancing school From New York City 
Norwich, Conn. 13 Aug. 1787 26 Oct. 1787 House of Widow 
Billings 
Dancing school Letters from Hartford 
and Wethersfield 
New London, 
Conn. 
26 Oct. 1787 2 Nov. 1787  Dancing school Subscription paper “at 
Mr. Calkins” 
Providence  21 Feb. 1788 6 Sept. 1788 Hacker’s Hall Dancing school Letters from Norwich 
Providence  15 May 1788   Scholars ball  
Boston 15 Oct. 1788  Concert Hall Scholars ball Ball held every 
fortnight 
Boston 7 Mar. 1789  Concert Hall Griffiths’s ball  
Boston 23 July 1789 11 May 1790 Dwelling-House of 
Mr. Gore, 
Pemberton’s Hill 
Dancing school  
Boston (South 
Boston) 
12 Sept. 1789 26 Sept. 1789 Mr. Bosson’s Hall Dancing school  
Boston 9 Oct. 1790 23 Oct. 1790  Dancing school  
Boston 25 Feb. 1791  Concert Hall Public ball Tickets at Mr. 
Griffiths’s house 
Providence 7 Dec. 1791  Mr. Sabin’s long room Dancing school  
Providence 29 Dec. 1791  Rice’s long room Dancing school  
Newburyport, 
Mass. 
28 Mar. 1792 25 July 1792 Mr. Bradbury’s Shop 
near the ferry 
Dancing school  
Boston 13 Apr. 1792 1 May 1792 Dearborn’s Academy Dancing school  
Salem, Mass. 13 Nov. 1792   Evening school Apply at the printing 
office 
Boston 13 Sept. 1793  Mr. Bryant’s Hall Dancing school  
Medford, Mass. 1793?  Medford Academy Dancing school  
Northampton, 
Mass. 
12 Mar. 1794 27 Aug. 1794 Pomeroy’s Hall Dancing school Apply at Mr. 
Pomeroy’s House 
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Deerfield, Mass. Nov. 1794   Dancing school  
Greenfield, 
Mass. 
Nov. 1794   Dancing school  
Pittsfield, Mass. Apr. 1795   Dancing school  
Williamstown, 
Mass. 
Apr. 1795   Dancing school  
Stockbridge, 
Mass. 
14 Apr. 1795 21 Apr. 1795 Captain Ingersoll’s Dancing school  
Albany  21 Aug. 1795 13 Nov. 1795 Mr. Angus’s 
Assembly Room 
Dancing school Lately from Boston 
Albany  22 Jan. 1796  Mr. Angus’s 
Assembly Room 
Quarterly ball  
Albany 22 Jan. 1796  Lilly’s Academy Dancing school  
Albany  7 Mar. 1796  Mr. Angus’s 
Assembly Room 
Scholars ball  
New York City 10 Sept. 1796 6 Dec. 1796 Mr. Hunter’s long 
room, Broadway 
Dancing school Formerly of this city 
New York City 9 Dec. 1796 11 Apr. 1797 Mr. Gautier’s 
Assembly Room 
Public ball, Scholars 
ball 
 
Litchfield, Conn. 22 Nov. 1797 29 Dec. 1797 Mr. Cleaver’s long 
room 
Dancing school  
Philadelphia? 1798?    Cited in Charleston 
advertisement in 1800 
Columbia, S.C. 13 June 1800  Doctor Green’s Dancing school, 
French language 
 
Columbia, S.C. 5 Sept. 1800  Doctor Green’s Quarterly ball  
Granby, S.C. 12 Sept. 1800  Mrs. Rea’s Scholars ball  
Baltimore  6 May 1802  “At Mr. Griffith’s, 
near Gay Bridge” 
Runs a boarding 
house? 
Assistant to Mr. 
Francis? 
Milledgeville, 
Ga. 
22 Aug. 1810 12 Sept. 1810 Thomas Collier’s new 
Assembly Room 
Dancing school Excellent fiddler @ 12 
scholars minimum 
 
Sources: “Early American Newspapers”; Keller, “John Griffiths.” 
 
